








TUESDAY DECEMBER 7, 1993 
WHAT’S NEWS 


Yesterday, in Amman, 
Jordan, U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher met with 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
to discuss the PLO’s negotia- 
tions with Israel over the Pales- 
tinian autonomy plan. Earlier, 
Mr Christopher met with 
Jordan’s King Hussein. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators continue meeting in 
Egypt to work out the details of 
the Palestinian autonomy plan. 
The two sides remain dead- 
locked over the question of post- 
poning the December 13 pullout 
date for Israeli troops. 

An Algerian judge was 
latest victim of the country’s 
continuing cycle of violence. He 

___was the second person to have 
been shot and killed in the past 
two days by extremists battling 
the government. 

American and European 
trade officials are indicating that 
they have reached agreement 
on the farm subsidy issues that 
has been blocking conclusion of 
the world trade agreement. 
Emerging from a meeting in 
Brussels, the European Union 
Agriculture Commissioner said 
everything has been finalized 
and the officials have nothing 
more to discuss. 

U.S. and Russian mili- 
tary officials have been discuss- 
ing ways to get the two sides to 
agreeto stop targeting each other. 

Rock innovator Frank 
Zappa is dead at the age of 52. 
The father of Moon Unit and 
Dweezil, and creator of the 
Mothers of Invention, who, af- 
ter all were not in it only for the 
money, will be missed by a gen- 
eration still in search of the Dy- 
namo Humm.. 

Marcus Wolfe, the 
German Democratic Republic’s 
archetypal spymaster, (and 
model for le Carre’s Karla) has 
been sentenced to serve six 
years in prison by a German 
court. 
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UNITED NATIONS OPERATION IN SOMALIA (UNOSOM ID) 


HAWTYE ELDERS 
URGE CONCILIATION 

In October of this year, 
elders and intellectuals of the 
Hawiye clan organized a Peace 
Conference in Mogadishu. Two 
months later, on December 5, 
they assembled once again, at a 
reconciliation meeting in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, and appealed 
to fellow faction leaders to give 
further consideration tothe hard- 
ships Somali people had faced. 
The elders reminded the fifteen 
leaders present that the 
country’s future was in their 
hands andthat Somalia’s people 
looked to them to put thenation’s 
interests first and foremost. 

Members of the 
Hawiye Peace Settlement Com- 
mittee were concerned about 
continual clan friction and 
pomted out that failure soften 
positions andto make peace will 
have a dreadful impact on both 
the Somali people and the inter- 
national community. 

The Hawiye elders -- 
including Dr. Ahmed Salad 
Kulmiye -- reminded all partici- 
pants oftheir responsibilities in 
representing the Somali people. 
They encouraged representa- 
tives to keep aside personal dif- 
ferences, which threaten the 
prestige and unity of their na- 
tion. 

Several members ofthe 
committee, inchiding the Chair- 
man of the Peace Settlement 
Committee, Dr. Hassan 
Muddey, anticipated more civil 
strife, should no agreement be 
achieved at the conference. The 
elders concluded by entreating 
their fellow members to accept 
compromise, and work towards 
establishing the stability neces- 
sary for a peaceful nation. 


At noon yesterday, SRSG 
Jonathan T. Howe opened the 
Bondhere District Council cer- 
tification ceremony at 
UNOSOWM’s Political Division 
building in the Embassy Com- 
pound. Elders of Bondhere and 
members of the Council gave a 
warm welcome to the SRSG 
and other UNOSOM officials. 

Admiral Howe congratulated 
the councillors on their success 
in establishing Benadir’s first 
district council and said that 
UNOSOM would assist the 
people in security and develop- 
ment projects -- including po- 
lice, education, and other projects 
proposed by the community lead- 
ers. Hecontinued by saying that 
UNOSOM would help new 
councillors in carrying out their 
duties: “‘we are here to support 
you, but the formation of coun- 
cils from the bottom to the top 
depends on you. After delibera- 
tions at the recent humanitarian 
conference in Addis Ababa, rep- 
resentatives of the international 
community have decided to 





ISSUE #183 
FIRST BENADIRK DISTRICT COUNCIL OPENS 


fund reconstruction and devel- 

opment only in safe areas of the 
country.” Admiral Howe ap- 
pealedtothe councillorsto faith- 
fully represent the people of 
their districts and continue work- : 
ing for Somalia’s recovery. 

Mr. Haji Hassan, Chairman 
of the Council, pointed out that 
Bondhere represents at least 
three clans in Nasib-Bundo, Dal- 
Jirka and Yusuf Al-Kowneyn. 
Dr. Leonard Kapungu, Director 
of Political Affairs, spoketo the 
new councillors and reminded 
them that, ‘‘working together is 
the best way to make progress’? 
and said he looked forward to 
the establishment of the 
Dharkenly and Wadajir Coun-: 
cils before the end of the week. 
The SRSG concluded by asking 
each person to work in harmony 
and to respect the rights of oth- 
ers. Bondhere, he noted, is a 
fine precedent, ‘“UNOSOM 
hopes that the two districts of 
Medina will follow its example 
later this week.”’ 





MALARIA 
THREATENS SOMALIS 

Malaria is once again plagu- 
ing the capital of Somalia. The 
dreaded sickness reappeared, 
following the heavy rains that 
recently touched down in the 
region. The rains brought out 
new grass and trees from the 
dried dusty lands within 
Mogadishu, creating an envi- 
ronment in which mosquitos 
multiply at a tremendous rate. 

Compounding the problem is 
the poor sanitation in the city. 
The rains and inadequate sani- 
tation are believed to have a 
direct influence on the emerging 
difficulty of fighting the some- 
times fatal disease. 

Those most affected by the 
ailment, the ‘“high risk’’ groups, 
are the malnourished and eld- 
erly people of the city. They, 


especially, have been hard hit by 
the new outbreak of malaria. 
The victims affected in 
Mogadishu include a weak 
mother of four children, Amina 
Ali Mohamed, who lives in the 
Hawi Wadag District, which is 
still recovering from recent 
floods. Also affected is Halane 
Muhiddin Abdi, aged 50, who, 
lives in the same neighborhood, 
as Amina. 

Haw! Wadag is not the only 
district in Mogadishu touched 
the by the mosquito-carried 
disease. Throughout the city, in 
every residential area of the 
capital, the ominous sound of- 
buzzing mosquitos can beheard. 
The inhabitants of Mogadishu 
are understandably fearful of 
the situation. 

Although numerous drugs 

See Next Page 
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UNOSOM HIGHLIGHTS 


German Assistance for 
Hiran 

The German Technical As- 
sistance Agency, GTZ, and the 
Hiran Regional Council have 
` signed a Memorandum of Un- 
derstanding over planned assis- 
tance from the German Gov- 
ernment for the region. Both 
sides agreed to support the es- 
tablishment and management of 
a functioning and sustainable 
regional administration and five 
district administrations. GTZ has 
committed some U.S. $17.6 
million for technical assistance 
for Hiran and Northeast regions. 
An orphanage rebuilt by 
UNOSOM German Forces was 
opened at a ceremony at Beled 
Weyne at the weekend attended 
by the Director for African Af- 
fairs in the German Foreign Of- 
fice, Ambassador Harold Ganns, 
and a large number of people 
including district council mem- 
bers, elders and community 
leaders. The District Commis- 
sioner thanked UNOSOM in 
general and Germany in par- 

ticular for their generosity. 

Pakistani Field Hospital 

In the past month, over 3,000 
Somali patients have been 
treated at the Pakistani Field 

Ospital in no Ogadishu. 
Medical assistancehas included 
surgery, dental care and labora- 
tory tests, as well as immuniza- 
tion to over 500 women and 
children at the hospital’s immu- 
nization center, established with 
the help of UNICEF. In addi- 
tion, a number of lectures on 
health education, hygiene and 
sanitation have been given to 
the patients who have benefitted 
from the Pakistani presence. 
Mogadishu District Council 
_ The SRSG, Jonathan Howe, 
inaugurated the 21-member 
Bondere District Council yes- 
terday at UNOSOM Headquar- 
ters--the first district council to 
be established among the 15 
districts of the Benadir Region 
of Mogadishu. 

Admiral Howe congratulated 
the community on being the first 
of the capital’s 15 districts to be 
formally established. Urging the 
councillors to be true represen- 
tatives of their community, he 


Reconstruction, development.. 


we're back in business! 
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reminded them that the donor 
nations had decided to give pri- 
ority to areas where peace and 
political reconciliation are 
achieved. Major donors such as 
Germany, the United Kingdom 
and the United States are ready 
to contribute to the reconstruc- 
tion and rehabilitation of Soma- 
lia, but a great deal depended on 
the Somali people themselves. 
Accompanying the SRSG was 
the Director of Unbosom Politi- 
cal Affairs Division, Dr. Leonard 
Kapungu. The chairman of the 
new district council is Hassan 
Abdulle Guled. 

The SRSG later met with el- 
ders from Wadajir and 
Dharkenley, who are in the pro- 
cess of negotiating the composi- 
tion of their district councils. 





From first Page MALARIA 
exist for the prevention of ma- 
laria, many of which can be 
found in the local markets, most 
people either refuse to take the 
medicine or cannot afford them. 
It is very clear that the need 
for proper sanitation would play 
an important role in combatting 
malaria, as would a national- 
level media programmeto guide 
preventing the disease. 

Dr. Mohamed Moallin 
Abdulle, a former official in the 
Animal Husbandry Department, 
explained to MAANTA that 
before the overthrow of the 
former government there was 
an intensive spraying 
programme throughout Soma- 
lia. He added that there were 
also numerous malaria preven- 
tion clinics. He said that with the 
conclusion of the recent Hu- 
manitarian Conference in Addis, 
now was the time to formulate 
strategies for fighting the dis- 
ease first at the regional then 
national level. Until sucha strat- 
egy is implemented Dr. Abdullahi 
strongly advised people to use 
all available methods for pre- 
vention. 


Is this sustainable Elmi? 
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WHO LEADS BATTLE AGAINST TS 


How to develop and imple- 
ment a realistic Tuberculosis 
(TB) program utilizing Somali 
professionals and NGOs was 
the main topic of a two-day 
workshop being held at the 
Naasa-Hablood Hotel in 
Mogadishu. Over 70 Somali doc- 
tors, TB experts, and interna- 
tional and local NGOs are at the 
conference. The Conference, 
which began yesterday and con- 
tinues today is being held under 
the auspices ofthe World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

The workshop, the first of its 
kind ever held in Somalia, is 
described by Dr. Abdullahi 
Mohamed Ilmi as, “A tremen- 
dous opportunity for the Somali 
people.” In an interview with 
MAANTA, Dr. Ilmi explained 
that TB is one of the six major 
killers worldwide and has been 
gravely neglected sincethe civil 
war. He further explained that 
in the past there was great em- 
phasis placed on combatting TB. 
A specialized programme run 
by WHO, in cooperation with 
Finland, benefitted a greatnum- 
ber of Somali patients through- 
outthe country, but the civil war 
brought an end to the 


‘‘you should not use the medi- 
cine sold at the local pharma- 
cies.” He added, that the re- 
sponsibility of proper care 
would now be with the Somali 
doctors and health workers, to 
ensure that those requiring 
treatment would receive it. He 
concluded by saying that the 
WHO had provided Somali pro- 
fessionals with microscopes, 
reagents, and other medical 
tools and urged that all Somali 
media assist with information 
programs to overcome this ter- 
rible disease. 

MOTHER COUNTRY 
Indeed you have created sides 
within the mother country 
And halted the activities of the 
government 
And broken the backbone of our 
tradition 
The whole world appeals to you 
Their hope is independence and 
reconstruction for our country, 
The world is astonished by the 
situation of our land 
Do you not realizethe loss to our 
country, 


mber of TB —y ou; the men who refuse cv- 


patients has grow significantly 
in the past year. 

The WHO representative in 
Somalia, Dr. Laith Alkindi, also 
highlighted the fact that the 
meeting was a first for Somalia. 
He said that in 1992 WHO had 
provided a large quantity ofdrugs 
to non-governmental organiza- 
tions to distribute to the Somali 
people, but the medicine did not 
always get to the sick. He con- 
tinued, that the people must re- 
alize that TB poses a serious 
threat, and because of limited 
medical facilities and medicine, 
a coordinated effort must be 
made to insure that the affected 
people receive care. 

Somali Doctors in Charge 

Dr. Alkindi outlined two im- 
portant components for the 
treatment of the disease. First, 
patients have to adhere to the 
treatment; second, they should 
only take medicine prescribed 
by a medical expert, stressing, 


erything, indeed you have de- 
stroyed the country, 

You, the men who still crave for 
conflict and the use of arms 
And seek out death and smile at 
the sight of blood 

And prostitution and gambling 
and the pursuit of wayward acts, 
The men that eat the infants and 
the bones of the people, 

The men who became hyenas, 
full of gross hatred, 

The men who rejected reality, 
and chose fantasy, 

Soon we shall have a govern- 
ment, order, and peace, 

Stay away! The blood of the 
people is not for your benefit! 
If not, the result will be an en- 
during dilemma and bad stories 
to follow. 


Without true reconciliation we're 
just deceiving ourselves, Mandiq. 





